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dangerous of books, who scourged the great majority with these scathing words:
" You clods and clouts, You losels and louts, The devil wouldn't have you 1"
and Nietzsche, the third and greatest hero of the New Renascence. To Levy, Goethe is the direct source of Nietzsche; tho germs of Nietzsche's philosophy are recognisable everywhere in Goethe's works, especially in the second part of "Faust"; he considers that, after the death of Goethe, tho darkest night came over German civilisation until Goethe's majesty once more appeared in Nietzsche.
There is no doubt that Goethe was a Nietzschean aristocrat. Proud and self-reliant, he was indifferent to the general public, or at any rate he endeavoured to persuade himself that he was so; ho often studied art and nature from an egoistical point of view. Once, when talking with Chancellor Mullet, ho even said, " The masses, the majority of people, are of necessity always absurd and false; for they are lazy> and falsehood is always more comfortable than truth/* But we place Goethe above Nietzsche. The majesty of the former wan clearer, fuller, and his aristocracy more dignified, more Olympian in type; so that Seillifere's judgment is not very far from the mark.